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EWM
European Women in 

Mathematics
www.europeanwomeninmaths.org

• Founded in 1986 to support, 
encourage  and bring 
together women 
mathematicians across 
Europe

• Membership organisation 
open to all

• Organises biennial general 
meetings and other local or 
specialist conferences

• Has members and 
coordinators in 32 countries

• Has email net, newsletter 
and website



EWM Aims

•to encourage women to study mathematics.
•to support women in their careers.
•to provide a meeting place for like-minded people.
•to promote scientific communication.
•to cooperate with groups and organizations with 
similar goals.

Ingrid Daubechies 
EMS Lecturer
EWM Meeting, Novi Sad 2009

Current Convenor
Marie-Françoise Roy



Organisational Structure of EWM
Newsletter

 Regional coordinators

 International 
Coordinators

 Standing Committee

 Convenor and 
Deputy 

Convenor
Marie-Francoise Roy, 
France
Frances Kirwan, UK

Dorothy Buck, UK
Lisbeth Fajstrup,  
Denmark
Ruth Kellerhals,  
Switzerland
Sylvie Paycha,  France
Daniela Popova,  Bulgaria
Sanja Rapajic,  Serbia
Magdalena Rosak,  
Poland

Natasha Balashevich, Belarus (Central and 
Eastern)
Irene Schhira, Malta   (Southern and 
Western)
Camilla Hollanti, Finland (Global)

32 countries: 
Austria, Belarus, Bosnia & Herzegovina,  Bulgaria, 
Croatia, Denmark, Finland, France, Georgia, 
Germany, Great Britian, Greece, Hungary,  India, 
Ireland, Italy, Lithuania, Macedonia, Malta, 
Moldova, Montenegro, The Netherlands, Norway, 
Poland, Romania, Russia, Serbia, Slovakia, Spain, 
Switzerland, Turkey, Ukraine

 Treasurer
Camilla Hollanti, 
Finland

 Other coordinators

 Email net, Web page

Sara Munday, UK
Elena Resmerita, Austria

Olga Lukina, UK

Links with AWM, EMS, 
Emerging countries



 Novi Sad, Serbia. 
August 2009

Biennial general 
meetings 

 Cambridge UK  
September 3-6, 2007



Biennial Meetings
• Paris 1986

• Copenhagen 1987

• Warwick, UK, 1988

• Lisbon 1990

• Marseille 1995

• Trieste, Italy 1997

• Loccum, Germany 
1999

• Malta 2001

• Luminy, France 2003

• Volgograd, Russia 2005

• Cambridge, UK 2007

• Novi Sad, Serbia 2009

• Barcelona 2011

• Bonn 2013



Other EWM activities

Summer Schools

 Newsletter

 Congresses



The beginning
EWM began at the International Congress of 
Mathematicians in Berkeley, August 1986.  



Paris Paris 
December 1986December 1986

At least 10 women from At least 10 women from 
at least 5 countriesat least 5 countries

CopenhagenCopenhagen
December 1987December 1987

22 women from 9 22 women from 9 
countriescountries

The next steps



Warwick
 December 1988

43 women from 13 43 women from 13 
countriescountries



Getting organised

Between 1987 and 1991 we set up our basic structure of 
convenor, standing committee and regional co-ordinators. By 
1993 we had established an office in Helsinki and were 
registered as a legal organisation in Finland ... as the EMS 
had been in 1990. 



LuminyLuminy
  December 1991 December 1991 

Getting publicity  Getting publicity  
and having fun!and having fun!

What do we want What do we want 
from a maths talk?from a maths talk?



Statistics
In 1991 Eva Bayer suggested In 1991 Eva Bayer suggested 
that the EMS set up a Women in that the EMS set up a Women in 
Maths committee. With EWM’s Maths committee. With EWM’s 
help, they collected statistics help, they collected statistics 
about women mathematicians about women mathematicians 
across Europe.across Europe.

The WiM committeeThe WiM committee
organised a round organised a round 
table discussion at table discussion at 
the first European the first European 
Congress of Congress of 
Mathematics in Paris Mathematics in Paris 
1992.1992.



EWM continued with a EWM continued with a 
main meeting every main meeting every 
two years and other two years and other 
events between.events between.

Madrid 1995 
46 women from 14 countries

During the Madrid meetingDuring the Madrid meeting
a video was filmed on thea video was filmed on the
initiative of Marjatta initiative of Marjatta 
Näätänen Näätänen 

Paris 1996 - Workshop
    organized jointly 
between EWM and f&m
(Femmes et Maths)



The round table discussion was focused on 
Women and Mathematics across Cultures.

The WiM committee of EMSThe WiM committee of EMS
organised a organised a round table round table 
discussiondiscussion  at the second  at the second 
European Congress ofEuropean Congress of
Mathematics in Mathematics in Budapest 1996Budapest 1996

First EWM video
Also exists on DVD



Trieste 1997 
98 women from 30 countries
(150 applicants)

Most European countries 
as well as 
Chile, Egypt, India, Iran, Kyrgystan, 
Nepal, 
Tunisia, Uzbekistan, the West Bank 

The ICTP supported fully three women
from developing countries to participate
in the EWM meeting and to stay ICTP
as visitors for two months. 



Malta 2001Malta 2001
76 participants from 21 76 participants from 21 

countriescountries
and 4 continentsand 4 continents

Loccum 1999Loccum 1999
50 women from 13 50 women from 13 

countriescountries

In 1994 we set up an In 1994 we set up an 
email net and in 1997 we email net and in 1997 we 
announced a web page!announced a web page!

Michele Vergne
EMS Lecturer 2001, 
Malta



Cambridge 2007 
85 women from 25 countries



• Viviane Baladi (ENS, Paris)

• Eva Bayer-Fluckiger (Lausanne)

• Christine Bessenrodt 
(Hannover)

• Alessandra Celletti (Rome)

• Cornelia Drutu (Oxford)

• Isabelle Gallagher (Paris) Chair

• Sara van de Geer (Zurich)

• Antonella Grassi  (U. Penn, USA)

• Ursula Hamestädt (Bonn)

• Dusa McDuff (Stony Brook, USA)

• Ragni Piene (Oslo)

• Ulrike Tillmann (Oxford)

Following the Cambridge 
meeting we worked with 
the EMS Women in Maths 
committee to set up a 
group of leading women 
mathematicians to advise 
on scientific programmes 
and speakers for EWM 
meetings and other related 
events.  We are co-
ordinating about our web 
presence and other 
matters.

Collaboration with the EMS Women in Maths 
Committee  EMS-EWM Joint Scientific Committee



In 2009 we had a wonderful meeting 
in Novi Sad, Serbia.
70 women from 25 countries came.

Ingrid Dabechies 2009 EMS 
lecturer gave 3 of her lectures at 
our conference.

All lectures were filmed and 
there is an EWM promo video 
on YouTube.



 We are always pleased when people want to get more 
involved.
 EWM can’t survive without the active involvement of its 
members. EWM is what we make it!

One of the main pleasures we have had from EWM has 
been working with and getting to know so many wonderful 
women from so many different places and backgrounds.  
It has been enormous fun and has formed a wonderful and 
rich backdrop to our mathematical lives.

If you would like to be more involved in the 
organisation in any way or to share your ideas,  do let 
us know!
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